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House Resolution No. 1282

Whereas, the members of the Missouri House of Representatives hold in high esteem those Show-

Me State college students who admirably demonstrate their true potential as lifelong learners, involved citizens,
and future societal leaders through the excellence of their levels of knowledge, skills, and experiences; and

Whereas, Amanda Smith of Saint Louis, Missouri, has attained considerable distinction as a

biochemistry/biotechnology major at the University of Missouri-Saint Louis; and

Whereas, on April 30, 2008, Amanda Smith will enhance her already impressive record of

achievement when she participates in the University of Missouri Undergraduate Research Day at the Capitol in
order to showcase her studies and research; and

Whereas, with the astute guidance of mentor professor Bethany Zolman, Amanda Smith has

utilized a University of Missouri-Saint Louis Research Award to study the characterization of oil metabolism in
the Arabidopsis thaliana plant; and

Whereas, a weed in the mustard family, Arabidopsis may provide insight into the metabolic

pathways conserved in a number of crops grown in Missouri, including canola, soybean, and sunflower; and

Whereas, in particular, Amanda Smith's research focused on an enzyme called acyl CoA oxidase

(ACX), which is utilized in Arabidopsis in six versions to break down fatty acids that provide seedlings with the
energy to grow; and

Whereas, Amanda Smith investigated the results of single and multiple mutations of ACX

enzymes and how they affected Arabidopsis metabolization of fatty acids, and therefore the plants ability to
grow under different environmental conditions: 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that we, the members of the Missouri House of

Representatives, Ninety-fourth General Assembly, join unanimously to applaud the well-deserved selection of
Amanda Smith as a participant in the University of Missouri Undergraduate Research Day at the Capitol on
April 30, 2008, and to convey to her this legislative body's most heartfelt best wishes for continued personal and
academic success for many more years to come; and

Be it further resolved that the Chief Clerk of the Missouri House of Representatives be

instructed to prepare a properly inscribed copy of this resolution for presentation to Amanda Smith of Saint
Louis, Missouri.

Offered by ______________________________________
Representative Rachel Storch
District No. 64

I, Rod Jetton, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Ninety-fourth General Assembly, Second Regular Session,
do certify that the above is a true and correct copy of House
Resolution No. 1282, adopted March 26, 2008.

_______________________________________________
Rod Jetton, Speaker


